
	  

Early	  Journal	  Content	  on	  JSTOR,	  Free	  to	  Anyone	  in	  the	  World	  

This	  article	  is	  one	  of	  nearly	  500,000	  scholarly	  works	  digitized	  and	  made	  freely	  available	  to	  everyone	  in	  
the	  world	  by	  JSTOR.	  	  

Known	  as	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content,	  this	  set	  of	  works	  include	  research	  articles,	  news,	  letters,	  and	  other	  
writings	  published	  in	  more	  than	  200	  of	  the	  oldest	  leading	  academic	  journals.	  The	  works	  date	  from	  the	  
mid-‐seventeenth	  to	  the	  early	  twentieth	  centuries.	  	  

	  We	  encourage	  people	  to	  read	  and	  share	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  openly	  and	  to	  tell	  others	  that	  this	  
resource	  exists.	  	  People	  may	  post	  this	  content	  online	  or	  redistribute	  in	  any	  way	  for	  non-‐commercial	  
purposes.	  

Read	  more	  about	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  at	  http://about.jstor.org/participate-‐jstor/individuals/early-‐
journal-‐content.	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

JSTOR	  is	  a	  digital	  library	  of	  academic	  journals,	  books,	  and	  primary	  source	  objects.	  JSTOR	  helps	  people	  
discover,	  use,	  and	  build	  upon	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  content	  through	  a	  powerful	  research	  and	  teaching	  
platform,	  and	  preserves	  this	  content	  for	  future	  generations.	  JSTOR	  is	  part	  of	  ITHAKA,	  a	  not-‐for-‐profit	  
organization	  that	  also	  includes	  Ithaka	  S+R	  and	  Portico.	  For	  more	  information	  about	  JSTOR,	  please	  
contact	  support@jstor.org.	  



446 Biographical Sketch of Luke Wills Brodhead. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF LUKE WILLS BROD 
HEAD, OF MONROE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA. 

Luke Wills Brodhead, who died May 13, 1902, was 

elected a member of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
November 24, 1845, and was its oldest member at the date 

of his death. He was a son of Luke and Elizabeth (Wills) 

Brodhead, and was born September 12, 1821, in Smith 

field Township, then in Northampton County, Pennsylvania. 
After receiving a thorough education in the local schools 

and at the Stroudsburg Academy, he entered upon a mer 

cantile career at White Haven, Carbon County, where he 

was elected President of the Town Council and a school 

director. Returning to the Delaware Water Gap, he was 

appointed postmaster, and at the expiration of his term be 

came the courteous and genial proprietor of one of the best 

known summer hostelries of that famous resort until his 

decease. Daniel Brodhead, the ancestor of those who bear 

the name in the United States, was a native of Yorkshire, 

England. He was a captain of grenadiers in the reign of 

Charles IL, joined the expedition under Colonel Richard 

Nicholls, and was present at the surrender, in 1664, of New 

Netherlands. The following year he was appointed to the 

command of the military forces in Ulster County, where he 

continued to reside until his death in 1667. 

Daniel, a grandson of Captain Daniel Brodhead, was the 

first of the family to move from New York to Pennsylva 

nia, and in 1738 settled on a tract of one thousand acres 

on the creek since bearing his name, and embraced within 

the present town of East Stroudsburg. This property, 
which was increased by an additional purchase of five hun 

dred acres, was locally known as the " Brodhead Manor" 

and the settlement of Dansbury. In 1747 he was com 

missioned a justice of the peace for the Northern District 
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of Bucks County, which in 1752 became Northampton 
and in 1836 Monroe County. With the Indians who lived 

in the neighborhood Justice Brodhead was on friendly 

terms, and desired to aid them in promoting their civiliza 

tion, and induced the Moravian missionaries to establish a 

mission among them, erecting a building for the purpose. 
He died in July of 1755, at Bethlehem, whither he had gone 
for medical treatment. 

Luke Brodhead, the grandfather of Luke W. Brodhead, 
entered the Continental service in November, 1775, as a 

sergeant in Captain Abraham Miller's company of Colonel 

William Thompson's Pennsylvania Battalion of Riflemen, 
and participated in the campaign which closed with the 

evacuation of Boston by the British forces. He was com 

missioned a third lieutenant May 28, 1776; second lieuten 

ant October 24, 1776, in the Pennsylvania Rifle Battalion, 
Colonel Samuel Miles ; and at the battle of Long Island 

was severely wounded and captured and confined in the 
" 

Sugar-House" and on a prison-ship until exchanged De 

cember 8, 1776, for Lieutenant Wellington, Twenty-sixth 
British Foot. He was promoted captain February 15, 

1777, and assigned to the Sixth Regiment Pennsylvania 

Line, and participated in the battles of Brandywine, Ger 

mantown, and Monmouth. Owing to the hardships he en 

dured as a prisoner of war and suffering from his wounds, 
his health was so much impaired that he was forced to re 

tire from the service, and rejoined his family in 1778. He 
was commissioned colonel immediately preceding his re 

tirement. 

Luke W. Brodhead was a man of more than ordinary 

ability, and for many years was deeply interested in the 

history and genealogy of the Upper Delaware and Mini 

sink Valley. His published contributions comprise the 

following : 
" The Delaware Water Gap : Its Scenery, its Legends, and 

its Early History;" 
" The Minisinks and its Early People, 

the Indians;" 
" An Ancient Petition;" "Tatamy;" 

" Set 
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tlement of Smithfield;" "Portals of the Minisink: Tradi 

tion and History of the < 
Walking Purchase' Region and 

the Gateway of the Delaware;" "Early Frontier Life in 

Pennsylvania : Efficient Military Services of Four Brothers ;" 
" 

George Lebar;" 
" Historical Notes of the Minisinks : Cap 

ture of John Hilborn by the Indians on Brodhead's Creek;" 
"Pioneer Roads, the Old Mine Road, Early People, etc.;" 
" The Old Stone Seminary of Stroudsburg in 1815;" "Li 

dian Trails;" 
" Soldiers in the War of 1812 from the Town 

ships of Smithfield and Stroud;" "Almost a Centenarian: 

The Last of the Soldiers of the War of 1812 in Northern 

Pennsylvania;" "History of the Old Bell on the School 

House at Delaware Water Gap;" "Indian Graves at Paha 

quarra;" "Half-Century of Journalism;" "The Depuy 

Family;" "Early Settlement of the Delaware: Was the 

Upper Delaware occupied before Philadelphia ? Early Oc 

cupation of the Upper Delaware ;" 
" Sketches of the Stroud, 

Van Campen, McDowell, Hyndshaw, Drake, and Brodhead 

Families." He was also associate editor of the " 
History of 

Wayne, Pike, and Monroe Counties." 

In addition to his connection with the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. Brodhead was a member of the Nu 

mismatic and Antiquary Society, the Geographical Society, 
and the Pennsylvania Society Sons of the Revolution, of 

Philadelphia; the Minisink Valley Historical Society, the 

Moravian Historical Society, the Georgia Historical Society, 
the Kansas Historical Society, and several college literary 
societies. 
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